Fatal amphotericin B overdose due to administration of nonlipid formulation instead of lipid formulation.
The toxicity of amphotericin B deoxycholate has led to increased preference for lipid formulations with more favorable safety profiles. However, the primary use of lipid formulations is cost prohibitive, and many hospital formularies list both lipid and nonlipid formulations. A dispensing and administration error that caused amphotericin B deoxycholate to be given instead of liposomal amphotericin B related in a fatality. Measures to prevent confusion and aid in understanding the differences between lipid and nonlipid formulations of amphotericin B should be implemented.